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A renowned critic, biographer, and Shakespeare scholar, Jonathan Bate provides in this Very Short
Introduction a lively and engaging overview of the literature that Jorge Luis Borges called "the richest in the
world." From the medieval "Hymn of Caedmon" to George Orwell's "Why I Write," from Jane Austen to Ian
McEwan, and from Winnie the Pooh to Dr. Johnson, this brilliant, compact survey stretches across the
centuries, exploring the major literary forms (poetry, novel, drama, essay and more), the many histories and
theories of the very idea of literature, and the role of writers in shaping English, British, and post-imperial
identities. Bate illuminates the work of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Dickens, and many other major
figures of English literature. He looks at the Renaissance, Romanticism, and Modernism, at the birth of the
novel and the Elizabethan invention of the idea of a national literature, and at the nature of writing itself.
Ranging from children's literature to biography, this is an indispensable guide and an inspiration for anyone
interested in England's magnificent literary heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This English Literature:
A Very Short Introduction is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Concepcion Maldonado:

The book untitled English Literature: A Very Short Introduction is the guide that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of English Literature: A Very Short Introduction from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Roberto Senn:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually English Literature: A Very Short Introduction. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Richard Nix:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book English Literature: A Very Short Introduction was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book English Literature: A Very Short
Introduction has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading in which.
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