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Winner of the Wild West History Association Best Book Award

In 1874, the Texas legislature created the Frontier Battalion, the first formal, budgeted organization as an
arm of state government of what historically had been periodic groups loosely referred to as Texas Rangers.
Initially created to combat the menace of repeated raids of Indians from the north and from Mexico into
frontier counties, the Battalion was led by an unusual choice: a frail, humorless Confederate veteran from
Navarro County, John B. Jones. Under Jones’s leadership, the Battalion grew in sophistication, moving from
Indian fighting to capturing Texas’s bad men, such as John Wesley Hardin and Sam Bass. Established during
the unsettled time of Reconstruction, the Rangers effectively filled a local law enforcement void until
competency was returned to local sheriffs’ and marshals’ offices.

Numerous books cover individual Texas Rangers of note, but only a few have dealt with the overall history
of the Rangers, and, strangely, none about Jones specifically. For the first time, author Rick Miller presents
the story of the Frontier Battalion as seen through the eyes of its commander, John B. Jones, during his
administration from 1874 to 1881, relating its history—both good and bad—chronologically, in depth, and in
context. Highlighted are repeated budget and funding problems, developing standards of conduct,
personalities and their interaction, mission focus and strategies against Indian war parties and outlaws, and
coping with politics and bureaucracy. Miller covers all the major activities of the Battalion in the field that
created and ultimately enhanced the legend of the Texas Rangers. Jones’s personal life is revealed, as well as
his role in shaping the policies and activities of the Frontier Battalion.

Based largely on primary documents, especially the actual correspondence generated by the various actors in
the Battalion’s drama that best tell the tale, this book is a major contribution to understanding the early
development and growth of what became the institution celebrated in legend today. And John B. Jones at last
has a definitive biography that recognizes him as one of the most important men who actually laid the
groundwork for that legend. 
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Texas Ranger John B. Jones and the Frontier
Battalion, 1874-1881 (Frances B. Vick Series) as the daily resource information.

Rebecca Lopez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Texas Ranger John B. Jones and the Frontier Battalion, 1874-1881 (Frances B. Vick Series).

Michelle Favors:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Texas Ranger John B. Jones and the Frontier Battalion,
1874-1881 (Frances B. Vick Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Lynnette Jennings:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Texas Ranger John B. Jones and the Frontier Battalion, 1874-1881 (Frances
B. Vick Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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