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Jews have long occupied visible roles in the South. Jewish families have owned establishments ranging from
dry-goods stores to Thomas Jefferson's Monticello, and some of the region's most important writers and
scholars have been Jewish. Yet surveys of southern culture rarely assess the contributions of Jews, while
histories of Jews in America virtually exclude those living in the South. Eliza R. L. McGraw's multifaceted
study fills both gaps and in doing so expands how we define the South.

In Two Covenants, McGraw mines eclectic representations of Southern Jewishness as varied as the Carolina
Israelite newspaper, the Mardi Gras Krewe du Jieux, southern Baptist conversion--instruction pamphlets, and
the film Driving Miss Daisy. She also considers literary representations of southern Jews in the works of
both Jewish and non-Jewish writers, including Thomas Wolfe, Robert Penn Warren, Walker Percy, Lillian
Hellman, David Cohn, Louis Rubin, Jr., Eli Evans, James Weldon Johnson, Jean Toomer, and Charles
Chesnutt.

While concerned with established concepts such as ethnicity and region, McGraw raises many questions that
illustrate the complexity of southern Jewishness. Can one individual straddle two identities? How do race,
class, and gender influence southern Jewishness? What are the differences between southern Jews and other
southerners, or between southern Jews and other Jews? Does anti-Semitism manifest itself differently or with
unique effects in the South?

In suggesting answers to these and other questions, McGraw ranges widely over the southern cultural
landscape and reveals that although southern Jewishness remains a marginal identity due to the small size of
its constituency it nevertheless inhabits and helps to form the South at large. The very presence and vitality
of southern Jewishness demonstrate that southern identity, like national identity, is a fluid cultural
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Roseann Flowers:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Two Covenants: Representations of
Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies). All type of book would you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Shelia Lopez:

This Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Two Covenants:
Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) can be on the list of great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Two Covenants:
Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Edward Avelar:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Two Covenants: Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies), it is possible
to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a book.

Ruth Snider:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Two Covenants: Representations of
Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading



routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Two Covenants:
Representations of Southern Jewishness (Southern Literary Studies) become your own personal starter.
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