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A central current in the history of democratic politics is the tensions between the political culture of an
informed citizenry and the potentially antidemocratic impulses of the larger mass of individuals who are only
marginally involved in the political world. Given the public’s low level of political interest and knowledge, it
is paradoxical that the democratic system works at all.

In The Paradox of Mass Politics W. Russell Neuman analyzes the major election surveys in the United
States for the period 1948–1980 and develops for each a central index of political sophistication based on
measures of political interest, knowledge, and style of political conceptualization. Taking a fresh look at the
dramatic findings of public apathy and ignorance, he probes the process by which citizens acquire political
knowledge and the impact of their knowledge on voting behavior.

The book challenges the commonly held view that politically oriented college-educated individuals have a
sophisticated grasp of the fundamental political issues of the day and do not rely heavily on vague political
symbolism and party identification in their electoral calculus. In their expression of political opinions and in
the stability and coherence of those opinions over time, the more knowledgeable half of the population,
Neuman concludes, is almost indistinguishable from the other half. This is, in effect, a second paradox
closely related to the first.

In an attempt to resolve a major and persisting paradox of political theory, Neuman develops a model of
three publics, which more accurately portrays the distribution of political knowledge and behavior in the
mass population. He identifies a stratum of apoliticals, a large middle mass, and a politically sophisticated
elite. The elite is so small (less than 5 percent) that the beliefs and behavior of its member are lost in the
large random samples of national election surveys, but so active and articulate that its views are often
equated with public opinion at large by the powers in Washington. The key to the paradox of mass politics is
the activity of this tiny stratum of persons who follow political issues with care and expertise. This book is
essential reading for concerned students of American politics, sociology, public opinion, and mass
communication.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

The book The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the American Electorate (America and
the Caribbean) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the
American Electorate (America and the Caribbean) to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open and read a guide The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in
the American Electorate (America and the Caribbean). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Catrina Hall:

Here thing why this particular The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the American
Electorate (America and the Caribbean) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book
is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the American Electorate (America and the Caribbean)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-
book that similar with The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the American Electorate
(America and the Caribbean). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and
Opinion in the American Electorate (America and the Caribbean) in e-book can be your alternative.

Pamela Guarino:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the American Electorate (America and
the Caribbean), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.



Janice Delarosa:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion in the American Electorate
(America and the Caribbean) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life at this time book The Paradox of Mass Politics: Knowledge and Opinion
in the American Electorate (America and the Caribbean). You can more pleasing than now.
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