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How did ancient Greek men and women deal with the uncertainty and risk of everyday life? What did they
fear most, and how did they manage their anxieties? Esther Eidinow sets side-by-side two collections of
material usually studied in isolation: binding curse tablets from across the ancient world, and the collection
of published private questions from the oracle at Dodona in north-west Greece. Eidinow uses these texts to
explore perceptions of risk and uncertainty in ancient society, challenging previous explanations.

In these records we hear voices that are rarely, if ever, heard in literary texts and history books. The
questions and curses in these tablets comprise fervent, sometimes ferocious appeals to the gods. The stories
they tell offer tantalizing glimpses of everyday life, carrying the reader through the teeming ancient city --
both its physical setting and its social dynamics. Among these tablets we find prostitutes and publicans,
doctors and soldiers, netmakers and silver-workers, actors and seamstresses. Anxious litigants ask the gods
to silence their opponents. Men inquire about the paternity of their children. Women beg the gods to help
them keep their men. Business rivals try to corner the market. Slaves plead to escape their masters.

This material takes us beyond the headlines of ancient history, offering new insights into institutions,
activities, and relationships. Above all, individually and together, these texts help us to understand some of
the ways in which ancient Greek men and women understood the world. In turn, the beliefs and activities of
an ancient culture may shed light on modern attitudes to risk.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Michaud:

The book Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Genia Vanderford:

Here thing why that Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Oracles,
Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks in
e-book can be your choice.

Sarah Lopez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information
for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Staci Luton:

Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The



article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Oracles, Curses, and
Risk Among the Ancient Greeks but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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